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NEWS FROM 1 COLD FUSION' CONFERENCE: FUROR
SUBSIDED,
SAYS UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON CHEMISTRY PROFESSOR
When the chair of the chemistry department at the University of Utah
claimed in March to have sustained a nuclear fusion reaction in a flask, he
set members of the scientific community on its collective ear. Much of that
furor and excitement has died down now, according to Robert G. Keil, a
professor of chemistry at the University of Dayton who just returned from a
week-long conference on cold fusion that was held in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
Keil said UD 1 s interest in cold fusion is "peripheral," due to its work
with paladium, titanium and platinum, the electrodes within the cold fusion
cell. "The cold fusion process is an outgrowth of the use of these metals,"
he saiG..
Since the announcement seven months ago about the scientific discovery,
however, enthusiasm for cold fusion has waned. "The subject is still under
study, but no one's making any great claims now," Keil said. "Everyone
appears to be taking a step back. The euphoria has been replaced by pretty
conservative claims.
"Research will continue to be done on the subject, sure," said Keil.
"But, do we have a new power source? Probably not.
"If there's a company out there that's going to use cold fusion as its
exclusive power source, I'm not going to buy any stock in it."
For media interviews, contact Robert G. Keil at (513) 229-2822.
DISSUASION? SOME SCHOLARS CALL FOR NEW VOCABULARY
TO REPLACE "NUCLEAR DETERRENCE"
When 50 invited scholars from around the country gathered last week for a
two-day seminar on nuclear deterrence at the U. S. Institute of Peace in
Washington, D.C., many called for a new vocabulary to define nuclear
deterrence.
"We need a word that doesn't have a lot of connotations attached to it,"
said Joseph Martino, a senior research scientist in UD's Research Institute.
"You really can't talk about something if the word means too much. For some,
nuclear deterrence means preventing the blowing up of cities. To others, it
means negotiating treaties and other diplomatic actions. Some scholars, like
myself, like the word 'dissuasion.'"
Congress established the U.S. Institute of Peace to promote the peaceful
resolution of international conflicts. Martino, who is also the associate
editor of the quarterly journal, "Technological Forecasting and Social
Change," was the only delegate from Ohio who attended the Oct. 19-20 gathering
of scholars, defense contractors and
"think tank" representatives.
For media interviews, contact Jos
ino at (513) 229-3036.
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